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(Claim 11 

An information processing system for processing provided information provided 
aee-^ng to a dettrnv.ned schedule, said system comprising- 

rnear* for providing processing information, said processing information including 
contents of the provided information, information on the schedule provided with the provided 
trtfwrtatien. and imo~rnatu,n tequired for processing the protided :rlbrmauon; 

means for electing prov'ded information desired to be processed from the processing 
information; and 

means for processing the selected provided information in accordance with the schedule. 
{Claim 2] 

The information processing system of Claim I, wherein the means for providing tne 
processing information is an information storage medium. 

i Claim 31 

The information processing system of Claim 1 , wherein the means for providing the 

processing information is communication means. 

[Detailed Description] 

(Field of the Invention] 

The present invention relates to an information processing system, and particularly, to an 
information processing system lor processing provided information in accordance with a 
determined schedule, 

[Background of the Invention} 

The technologies disclosed in Japanese Patent Publication No. Sho59-172025 : ?br 
example, .ire krK^vn a* -t prior an information processing system for processing r-:vs kkd 
imounat^r. in j«vot Jar*.e v,:th a schedule. This type nf prior art. example, relate; v a 
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system tbi processing a reservation recording in a VTR (Video Tape Recorder), The system 
hKiaxs or sti>ps protesting t)> opeiating a device according to a determines schedule. 
Schedule information is ^egistrred to a processor by inputting a start time and end time using a 
keyboard. 

f Objective of the Invention] 

As for the prior art described above, in order to process given' information according to a 
predetermined schedule, the start time and end time of the device, for example, need to be 
registered manually. This may lead to inaccurate input of the registration times and may hinder 
■x 1 ro~r<d rrw.*^ - frtat - „ .rsiah^ the i.pei Ator of ^e »ce rm ^ ^uK-e-s d j ^take 
selecting a subject to be processed. However, the time the selected information is to be 
mwc r <. i hi^no* itr<xth r ei*tedk tne*.<\*cms )i me <^ 
information. Registration, of such information is a cumbersome job which is prone to human 
errors. 

The objective of the present invention is to solve the above problems of the prior art, and 
provide an information processing system that is configured for easy mput and improved 
diistwonhhwss when processing Information that is provided in accordance with a predetermined 

schedule. 

[Means So Solve the Frob3em| 

According to the present invention, the above objectives can be achieved by providing in 
yj\a-5i.'f "!:e contents of pro'.dej .ntonnat.on and u schedule that pro -ides* the m^mauoo to a 
processor in a format that may be processed by a processor, and by selecting from the information 
the contents of the pro vided information that is to be processed so that the schedule may be 
registered in the processor. 

.{Operaifcf»| 

Since the contents of provided information and its information schedule are provided in 
advance in a format that may be processed by a processor, the processor can display on a display 
device the contents of the provided information and its schedule. By selecting provided 
information that is desired to be processed, the operator may automatically register its provided 
schedule in the processor. As such, the operation of schedule registration would be more 
convenient, and fanner, the possibility of false registration can be lowered. 

(Embodiments] 

An embodiment of an information processing system in accordance with the present 
invention will now be described in detail. 

Fig. 1 sho^vs a block diagram of the apparatus configuration in accordance with an 
embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 2 illustrates a logic format of a pre-provided 
schedule In a recording medium. Further, Fig. 3 shows a display screen. In Figs 1 «■ 3, 
reference number 1 refers to a display device. 2 refers to a VTR device, 3 refers to a VTR control 
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section, 4 refers to a reservation control section, 5 refers to an operation panel, 6 refers to a 
floppy disk device, 7 refers to a television signal cable, 7 ! refers to an RGB signal cable, 8 refers 
to a dale field, S' refers to s day field, 9-1 and 9-2 refer to channel fields, 10-1 and, 10-2 refer to 
t-r.c "k ds. , " « ' - f v, -w rcUr to rTOgiam fields, 12 refer* ic d dre ?. ta 1 3-1 ejr.d i * -I itft: 
channel areas. 14 refers to a time area. 15 refers to a program area, 16 refers to a cursor moving 
key, 17 refers' to a mode selector switch, 18 refers to a setting switch, ana 19 refers to ten numeric 
keys. 

The types of information processing provided in accordance with a determined schedule 
include, for example, processing of meteorological information received periodically from 
^ wiofcvc,? 1 f Amines, p-otxhs-n/ of resen Ptra f.r leordms a ;elc\ iMor broa* e&vt program 
by u? 3ns a\ J TR 5 and other processing. However, an embodiment of the present invention wi! i 
be described as applied to the processing reservation for recording a television broadcast program. 

According to the present invention, a processing system for reserving the recording of 
t<5:on rr:aik"i»t r^ims * ihc^n in rig. 1 comprises a VTR device : (which mciudes a 
VTR control section 3, a reservation control section 4, an operation pane! 5 and & floppy disk 
»naitei ! O ^ ^e ** ±nd ? d^piav Oe^ce 1 The operator ran* , - ^i*-^ a cursor 
> a^v^e Alette* wtch J ^cttiag iwrtcn :8, a ten * ,n,er. xe^ > aitu so 

forth. 

in the system shown in Fig. 1, the display device 1 is connected to the VTR device 2 
,*ro i <' v iv t es ?Mon -sma wibL <nd tMe ROB signal wbb ^ ? be-i a y et.nrc * «cp*odi ^« 
in the\ IR device :.\ a picture ^gnai output from the VTR control section 3 is transmitted to and 
^p \ ,d uu^'^k ic*. W • h s it e television Mgnai v, nie ' ^ re *u * >* <• a*, 
will be referred to as a" VTR mode. The VTR control section 3 includes basic functions of a 
VTR. such as recording and playback functions, and a function for reserving the recording of 
one- week's program. The date and time of start and end points of the program recording, and 
the channel 'information art sei by the reservation control section 4, The reservation control 
Action 4 reads contents of an FD storing the one-week schedule of k-le^sion broadcast programs 
and displays the contents on the display device 1 through an RGB signal cable 7\ If the ^ 
opoiaV*' sckxfcr ;he j>rogjam be or she voshcs to record by uvng the operation pan** : while^ 
- ie' vi- * 1 ^ ! jh ^ * ne~,e-?r at t control <*eaon 4 rt^fe * r the > TR wncol «vxtu " " aw 
date and lime of start and end points of the program recording, and channel infbrmadon thereof. 
This state will be referred as a reservation mode. The selection between the VTR mode and the 
reservation mode is implemented by the mode selector switch 17. 

An FD set in FD device 6 stores a broadcasting schedule for one week (he , one week's 
-i t .n. *:\ i _ io ^ rai o-vv aco ,n dd\ai«,e The og «, t<rrr at ot Ui icp^*^ t.w 
broadcasting, schedules stored in the FD is disclosed in Fig. 2. One day's data is stored by the 
\- "^Js v u > ^ v'-^ ntki -oUt-w rg lift. cUe *~eJ 8 «-d * .t f-e.d * ro- ^*wc\ 
Regarding the format for one channel, in the example shown in Fig. Z firstly, the channel field 9- 
1 shows the program to be the program of 1 CH, and following the above field, a pair of fields 
(j"e.7a time field !0~) rmd a program field 10-2) is are set up, the number of the pairs being 
:der :*e i to .k> ?k of one day s prop r«nv ** indicate the progta.T schedule 1 hen. tV. 
£ 'htd'-Ic of ;he ^ , . ^aijje! fi'r i.ne day is rt presented by setur^ np a chamn ' ,;eU ( ~- Z and. 
nevi to h\ a pi ar^ir. of cairs o r a time tick 10-2 and a program field ■ 1 -2. the number of pak-> 
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being the same as the number of one day's programs. As discussed above, the programs for one 
week are sequentially stored in the FD as a formatted schedule for even' channel providing a 
progxam{$), 

Regarding *Lt tiwse format, the start and end limes of the pro-am rt-preser»*cd in the 
program fields 1 1 - i and 1 1 -2 are stored in the time fields 1 0- 1 and 1 0-2. A name of a program 
and a .summary of the program, if necessary; are stored in the program fields 1 1-1 and 11-2. 

Now. the operations for making a recording reservation by using the f D that retains the 
schedule in the format shown in Fig. 2 is explained. These exemplary operations are illustrated 

for s ease in <vhich recording reservations are made for news A broadcast on the first -channel at 
7:00 pro to 8:00 pm on September 20 (Sunday) and movie A on the second channel at 8:00 pro to 

First, the system shown in Fig. i is set to a reservation mode by operating the mode 
selector switch 1 7, and "0920" is input as a date using the ten numeric keys 1 9. As such, the 
display device 1 displays the program table of September 20, If the operator operates the cursor 
moving key 16 to move the cursor to the uppermost or bottommost position on the screen of the 
d^ia^ J- 1 ,\ " ^ n,.e utv.au' the t. Me .he program* ir different *<me - u*s are d <->^ ^ m &e 
screen sequentially by scrolling. If the operator moves the cursor to the leftmost or rightmost 
position, the programs in different channels are displayed on the screen. 

Fig. 3 shows an example of the display screen. Information of the date field S and day 
field 8 f in the FD is displayed on the date area 12, Information of the channel fields 9-1 and 9-2 
is displayed on the channel areas 13-d and 13-2, respectively. Information of the program fields 
]]-] and 1 1 -2 is displayed on the program area 1 5 corresponding to the time area )4 where time 
fields 10- 1 and 10-2 are displayed. Fig. 3 shows an example of the program table comprising 
■he first channel and the second channel from 19 to 23 hour. 

If an operator who wishes to make a recording reservation finds a desired program on the 
display screen, he or she operates the cursor moving key 16 to move the cursor to the desired 
"T^.ar. "he v\*n ^ md\a>^ that ihv v.<.\grarn is se'ected bj ehangm^ *he v"!<r tic w rt o <, 
area displaying the program. Fig. 3. in which the cursor is being displayed in oblique lines, 
shows a state where news A is selected, in this state, if the operator operates the setting switch 
1 8, the reservation control section 4 sets up. in the VTR control section 3, information of the date 
field S. the day field 8', the channel field 9-1, and the time field 10- 1 that are stored in the VTi and 
required for recording news A. Then, the reservation for recording news A is •completed, in 
addition . if the operator uperates the cursor moving key 16 to move the cursor to the movie A 
shown in Fig, 3 and operates the setting switch 18, the reservation for recording movie A is 
completed in an aforementioned manner, 

oii c \ ». J -*vnt- des Ud abo\„ j Lust. ate ne ' f wA'iu ^ |\. if 
channels on one screen, more channels may be displayed thereon. Also, the table may comprise, 
for example, one channel with more time slots for display. 

Although the embodiments described above illustrate that the program schedule -is 
ou-\;Jtd b\ a recording me^'mrr, stivb us a floppy disk, program rdr "ration n:a> t^r ^recth 
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provided to the VTR device through coiamimication means. 

According to the embodiments of the present invention, one can make a reservation for 
recording the progr-^ simply by selecting the desired program on the display screen while 
viewing the television broadcasting program schedule displayed on the screen. Thus» one can 
make a W reservation for recording with certainty by simple manipulation. 

Although the embodiments described above is applied to the system for making recording 
reservations bv using 3 VTR device,, the present invention may be applied to any information 
processing system for processing information provided by a predetermined schedule. 

{Effect of the Invention] 

As described above, according to the present invention, when processing provided 
information that is provided in accordance with a predetermined schedule, information required 
for processing the provided information can be automatically set in the processor for 
rXi?t::«:no5 processing, Therefore, the operation for setting the information r* H uired for 
Messing the orovided information would not be necessary, thereby simplifying the operation 
and ivvidlng a reduction in processing trus^vorthine?j. due to erroneous key operatk-ns. 

{Brief Description of the Drawings) 

Pig. 3 s how« a block diagram of the apparatus configuration according to an embodiment 
of the present invention. 

Fig. 2 illustrates a logic format of a pie-provided schedule in a recording medium. 
Fig. 3 shows a display screes. 

1 ; Display Device 

2: VTR Device 

3: VTR Control Section 

A: Reservation Control Section 

5; Operation Parrel 

6: Floppy Disk Device 

7: Television Signal Cable 

7: RGB Signal Cable 

§: Date Field 

S ! ; Day Field 

9- 1,9-2: Channel Field 

10- L 10-2: Time Field 
}}-], I1--2; Program Field 
12: Date Area 

13--1, 13-2: Channel Area 

14: Time Area 

15: Program Area 

16: Cursor Moving Key 

17: Mode Selector Switch 

}$• Setting Switch 
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